
Farm Services are very proud to be involved in constructing a 18 hole golf course for JCB at their Rocester 
world Headquarters. The course designed by European Golf Design is to serve as a marketing tool and host 
the company’s corporate guests. However the course also has potential to host professional tournament 
play.  Set in 105 hectares of farm land and parkland the site has a number of features which add interest to the 
course, including the now expanded Old Uttoxeter Canal, an island green in the South Lake and the ruin of 
Woodseat Hall. Built to the highest standards the course is to be a world class sporting venue.

CONSTRUCT AN 18 HOLE GOLF COURSE
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Such an important sporting venue must have a first class 
drainage and Farm Services were asked to install a world 
leading land drainages scheme. We installed 80mm 
diameter land drains at a minimum of  eight metre spacings 
across each fairway including the practice areas. Working 
on subsoil, the design depth of  the land drains is 600mm, 
backfilled with 10mm gravel to within 150mm of  the surface 
then a 6mm gravel to within 100mm of  the surface, and finally 
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a sand cone has been place on top, filling up the rest of  the trench 
and creating a cone to bring the sand closer to the surface once 
the topsoil is replaced. This was a technical challenge and resulted 
in our workshop creating a purpose built hopper which would allow 
the sand to run freely yet at the same time form the sand into the 
required shape. 

Once the topsoil was back in place and the grass established, we 
then carried out the secondary drainage. On each fairway, at a right 
angle to the primary piped drainage slits were formed, 150-200mm 
deep and filled with sand. These sand slits provide a direct link from 
the surface to the land drains speeding the water’s flow. 

The undulating design makes for a course with interest at every 
point but it does not make it easy to install and design a land 
drainage scheme. Each dip and hollow has to have a land drain in 
the bottom or the course would gain many more water features, this 
means varying depths to keep the land drains on grade. Working on 
such short steep slopes can create difficulties but with its wide low 
pressure tracks our 15 / 15 Mastenbreok trencher is the ideal tool for 

the job. Small yet constant design changes were required as the precise nature of  the course became apparent.

The course is truly impressive and a massive undertaking, 
to be part of its construction has been a pleasure.         
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‘The undulating design makes 
for a course with interest at every 

point but it does not make it 
easy to install and design a land 

drainage scheme.’
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